Provisions of the

Federal Protective Service Reform and Enhancement Act 
7/19/11
Sec 1. Short Title- This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Protective Service Reform and Enhancement Act’’
Sec. 2.  (241) Authorization of Federal Protective Service.
This section amends Title II of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, and authorizes the Federal Protective Service (FPS).  This section authorizes certain authorities and duties for the Director of the Federal Protective Service to manage and administer the employees and programs of the Federal Protective Service.  It authorizes the mission of FPS to secure all facilities and surrounding Federal properties under FPS protection, and safeguard all occupants of Federal facilities.  It also authorizes the Director to establish a training program for all employees (including contract guards) and authorizes inspections to determine compliance with security standards.  This section also requires the Director to make staffing recommendations and requires the Director to ensure effective information sharing with other Federal, State and Local Law Enforcement entities.  In addition, this section authorizes FPS to conduct a security risk assessment for each facility on a recurring basis and requires the Director to ensure FPS assistance in emergency preparedness for each facility it protects.  This section further requires the Director to ensure and supervise the design, installation, maintenance and operation of security countermeasures recommended by FPS risk assessments.  It also requires the Director to ensure background investigations are conducted for contract guards and building service contractors and ensure FPS personnel are provided training in terrorism prevention.
Sec. 242.  Report on Minimum Full-Time Equivalent Employee Requirements.  

This section requires the Secretary to submit an annual report to Congress that provides a 5-year outlook that estimates staffing needs for the FPS including the number of Full-Time Equivalent Employees (FTEs) necessary to fulfill its mission. 
Sec. 243.  Oversight of Contract Guard Services.

This section requires the Director to establish minimum training and certification standards for all armed contract guards procured by FPS within 90 days of enactment.  It would require at least 16 hours of instruction dedicated to x-ray and magnetometer training provided by the Federal Protective Service before an armed guard may stand post.  Minimum training and certification standards established by FPS would include training in arrest and control procedures, weapons training, operation of emergency equipment, access control, CPR and Basic First Aid.  
Also, no later than 180 days after enactment, the Director shall establish a program to periodically assess the training of contract guards and the security of facilities protected by FPS.  The program would include an assessment of methods to test the training of guards, procedures for taking personnel actions (when necessary) for those who fail to perform, and would include a covert testing program that would test the ability of FPS and its contract guards to prevent an incident from occurring and indentify weaknesses in a security plan for a facility.  The Secretary would be required to submit a report to Congress, in a classified manner, on the results of the assessment of the testing program.

Sec. 244. Strategic Plan Requirement.

Not later than 180 days after enactment and annually updated with the President’s budget request, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit to Congress a 5-year budget outlook and strategic plan for the Federal Protective Service that includes estimates on staffing and associated costs for FPS basic security, building specific security, and agency specific security work authorization functions.  Additionally, the annual report will review the performance of contractor provided security guards that assesses both quality and cost of contract guard providers. 
Sec. 245. Promotion of Federal Protective Service Technology and Training.
Within 6 months of enactment, the Director of FPS in consultation with the TSA Administrator shall publish a list of qualified vendors and products that would promote common standards of deploying technology and training personnel to carry out the security missions of the Federal Protective Service.  After the list is published, FPS would only be able to contract with vendors and products on the qualified list and would periodically review and administer the lists to add or remove vendors and products that meet the qualification requirements.  Also, TSA, along with the Department’s S&T and NPPD directorates would enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the Transportation Security Lab to provide expertise, consultation, exchange of information, and testing of technology covered by qualified vendors and qualified products list.
Sec. 246. Prohibited Items List.

Not later than 180 days after enactment the Under Secretary shall issue and implement a list of items, including component parts, that are prohibited from being brought into facilities protected by the Federal Protective Service, unless an exemption or an exception is granted by the Secretary.  Facility Security Committees would be able to add additional items to the prohibited items list of their particular facility.  If the Secretary fails to implement a list within six months, then the prohibited items list established by the Transportation Security Administration for civilian aviation shall apply for FPS facilities until the time the Secretary issues and implements a list.

Sec. 3. Federal Protective Service Authority to Carry Out Counterterrorism and Homeland Security Functions.
This section clarifies FPS’s primary authority to carry out counterterrorism and homeland security functions for any facility that is owned, occupied, or secured by any component of the Federal Government, except those that are subject to security requirements under Federal laws or regulations, such as DOD.  However, it does not prevent FPS from entering into agreements with other Federal, State, or local law enforcement authorities from providing security or responding to incidents on property that is owned, occupied, or secured by the Federal Government.
Sec. 4. Report Requirement.

This section requires the Secretary to submit to Congress, within 180 days, reports regarding several items including: a strategy for more effectively managing the contract guard program, a coordinated strategy between NPPD and S&T regarding research, development, and deployment of security technology conducted by the Transportation Security Lab, and a report on retention rates within the Federal Protective Service contract guard workforce.
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